[Intraoral ultrasound of the tongue tumor].
Transcutaneous ultrasonography scanned through the submandibular triangle has been effectively utilized for the evaluation of tongue tumors. However, because of lacking an appropriate sonic window, tumors located in the anterior portion of the tongue can not be demonstrated on the transcutaneous ultrasonogram. Intraoral ultrasonography using an echoendoscopy was effective for evaluating neoplasms of the tongue, and could clearly demonstrate tongue tumors, which failed to be shown on the transcutaneous ultrasonograms. In addition, intraoral ultrasonograms could provide more accurate anatomical informations concerning the tumor extent than the transcutaneous ultrasonograms.